
DIOCESAN STRATEGY PRAYER 

Living God, Jesus calls his followers to seek first your Kingdom. 
Renew us as we make your love known; 
Release us to share freely together in mission; 
Rejuvenate us to be fruitful in your service. 
Give us courage, wisdom and compassion, 
That strengthened with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
We may, as the Diocese of Sheffield, 
Both flourish and grow through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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We have a hearing loop; please 
switch your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
setting 

All are welcome to share bread 
and wine at Communion or a 
blessing at the altar rail. 

If you would like to speak to 
someone or for someone to pray 
with you, please speak to the 
Clergy. 

For the toilets, go through the 
Lady Chapel, across the vestry 
and into the St James’ Room 
corridor 

..  
  

Please join us for refreshments after the 10.30a.m. service. 
 

COLLECT for Easter 5 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 
New Testament Reading Acts 11 v 1 - 18 

 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You 
went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was 
in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw 
something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four 
corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw 
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four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then 
I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ 9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second 
time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This 
happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from 
Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit 
told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six 
brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He 
told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to 
Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a 
message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come 
on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had 
said: ‘John baptized with[a] water, but you will be baptized with[b] the 
Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand 
in God’s way?” 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections 
and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.” 

Gospel Reading John 13 v 31 - 35 

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and 
God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him,[c] God will glorify the 
Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for 
me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, 
you cannot come.  34 “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

Ephesians Ch 6 verse 12   For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 

Whilst we can see injustices in society, terrible wrongs done in the 
world that we live in, and humans acting in the most despicable ways, 
this verse makes clear that the problem lies elsewhere.  Human sin, we 
know that as we only have to look at our own lives to confirm that, so 
we should not be that surprised at the havoc our combined sin can 
cause.  But the root cause lies in the powers of darkness that influence 
individuals and society, causing the injustices and terrible deeds we 
witness today. 

This verse should inform our prayer lives, rather than just praying for 
peace in this country and justice in another, maybe we should pray 
that the forces of darkness at work in the world will cease to be active 
in that area? 

Maybe we should pray that the spiritual forces of evil will release their 
control of this world?  Maybe, what have we to lose? 

Dear Lord Jesus, give us wisdom in our prayers, and may we see the 
forces of evil at work today retreat before the praying people of God. 

Amen 


