
DIOCESAN STRATEGY PRAYER 

Living God, Jesus calls his followers to seek first your Kingdom. 
Renew us as we make your love known; 
Release us to share freely together in mission; 
Rejuvenate us to be fruitful in your service. 
Give us courage, wisdom and compassion, 
That strengthened with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
We may, as the Diocese of Sheffield, 
Both flourish and grow through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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We have a hearing loop; please switch 
your hearing aid to the ‘T’ setting 

All are welcome to share bread and 
wine at Communion or a blessing at the 
altar rail. 

If you would like to speak to 
someone or for someone to pray 
with you, please speak to the Clergy. 

For the toilets, go through the Lady 
Chapel, across the vestry and into 
the St James’ Room corridor 

..  
  

Please join us for refreshments after the 10.30a.m. service. 
 
COLLECT for Trinity 21 
Almighty God, 
in whose service lies perfect freedom: 
teach us to obey you 
with loving hearts and steadfast wills. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 
New Testament Reading Hebrews Ch 7 v 23 - end 

23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented 
them from continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he 
has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to 
save completely[c] those who come to God through him, because he 
always lives to intercede for them. 

26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, 
pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the 
other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, 
first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed 
for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law 
appoints as high priests’ men in all their weakness; but the oath, which 
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came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made 
perfect forever. 

 
Gospel Reading   Mark Ch 10 v 46 - end 

46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a 
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which 
means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47 When 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” 

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  49 Jesus stopped and 
said, “Call him.” 

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling 
you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to 
Jesus.  51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  The 
blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 

52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he 
received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

 

Thought for the Week 

Esther Ch 4 verse 14  For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal position for such a time as this? 

The book of Esther is a gem of a book, it is only ten chapters long and 
it is nestled between the books of Nehemiah and Job, in the Old 
Testament.  It is a self-contained story in itself of God’s salvation plan 
for the children of Israel, at a time when whilst in captivity a plot was 
hatched to destroy them.  It is a story of immense bravery from a 
young woman, who under her uncle’s guidance chose to lay her very 
life on the line and trust in the providence of God.   

In this verse her uncle tells her that she can stay silent, but that God’s 
salvation will come, albeit via a different source.  But then he says 
these telling words, ‘And who knows but that you have come to your 
royal position for such a time as this’?  In other words, maybe God has 
placed you here for this specific moment in time to save your own 
people, this is why you are where you are, it is not by chance. 

Mordecai, her uncle hits the nail on the head, she was not in her 
prominent position by chance, no, God had placed her there to protect 
his people at this moment in history. 

You are not where you are by chance, when we give our lives over to 
God, he uses situations and circumstances to place us where he wants 
us, so that we can be his person at that specific moment in time to 
speak his words and to be his representative, so that light might shine 
in the darkness. 

Dear Lord Jesus, help us to be aware of the situations around us, so 
that we can be your ears, eyes, hands and feet, and bring your light 
into dark places. 

Amen 

 


